
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation started as a 
Unitarian Fellowship in 1956.  The group met in various 
locales until 1967, when the initial building at 1209 
Gladewood Dr. was built.  Due to continued growth, the 
residential style Meeting House was expanded in 
1978. 
 

Herschel Elarth, one of the original three founders of 
the Blacksburg Unitarian Fellowship and a member of 
the Architecture Dept. at Virginia Tech, designed the 
first building for the Congregation and later its 
expansion.  Our present Fellowship Room, “Elarth Hall,” 
is named in his honor. 

In 1988, 2.3 acres of land adjacent to the Meeting 
House were purchased, and a building committee was 
established.  The Congregation voted to retain an 
architect to prepare preliminary plans for a new 
building in March, 1990.  James William Ritter, a 
recognized church architect from Alexandria, Virginia, 
and a former student of Herschel Elarth was hired.   
 

Michael O’Brien, a Professor of Architecture at Virginia 
Tech and a Fellowship member, worked with Ritter in 
the building’s design.   Construction started in the fall 
of 1991. The new Meeting House and its landscaping 
won a Town Beautification award that year, and the 
Meeting House won an award from the Washington, DC 
area chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
 

As the Congregation began to outgrow the building, it 
was decided in 2003 to purchase an additional 5 acres 
of land and to build a large addition on to the Meeting 
House.  Bob Rogers, a local architect specializing in 
religious facilities, worked with the Building Task Force 
on a new addition that would increase the number of 
Religious Education classrooms, provide for a larger 
Sanctuary, double the size of the kitchen, create 
offices for the Minister and staff and accommodate an 
additional 100 parking spaces on site.  Construction 
began in the summer of 2007, and the building was 
dedicated in September 2008. 

View of our building showing the Sanctuary, 
Entry and Religious Education spaces 
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